ENGL 2326 American Literature | Nadhim Mosa | Fall 2021
Essay 1: Cross Cultural Critical Analysis 
(CHOOSE ONE)
1. American Literature, Beginning to 1820 was devoted to the stories of the various people who were living in the Americas during the “Beginning- 1700,” the accounts of European explorers when they first arrived in the so-called “New World,” and the conflicts that erupted between these native people and Europeans. The explanations of these conflicts are complex. At the core of these conflicts, however, were differences in beliefs and thinking, in action and behavior, in language and modes of representation-in short, differences in culture. 
Basic Assignment. Select a topic and write a well-organized essay that focuses on one of these differences-a belief, a way of thinking, a cultural practice, a typical behavior, or a way of speaking, narrating, representing or understanding. Explain how this cultural difference might have been a point of confusion, mutual misunderstanding, or conflict between different cultural groups.
You might, for instance, take one of the Native American creation stories and compare it to the ideas about creation that the Europeans brought with them. Or you might analyze an incident or theme or significant detail from one of the many accounts of contact. Or you might compare a native text to a European one. Whatever you choose, pick something that distinguishes one group from the other. 
2. “Rip Van Winkle” is a good place to open the 1820–65 period, and we can analyze it closely. If this story is the first “American Dream” in American literature, we can talk about the implications of that dream. You can make connections between the confused state of mind the earliest colonists must have experienced and Rip’s confusion on “waking” to discover that he is a citizen of a new country, an event that must have seemed to many to have taken place overnight. In one central passage in the story that recurs almost as a template in later American literature, Rip asks, “Does nobody here know Rip Van Winkle?” Irving writes, “The poor fellow was now completely confounded. He doubted his own identity, and whether he was himself or another man.”
Basic Assignment: Select a topic and write a well-organized essay that responds to the following question: 
Is the story of “Rip Van Winkle” in some sense Irving’s meditation on imaginative literature before and after the American Revolution? What happens to Rip’s cultural identity that makes it possible for the townspeople to produce their first storyteller?

Purpose of the Assignment. This assignment should give you a chance to do a cross-cultural analysis. It is an opportunity for you to use writing to help you understand and interpret our first set of readings. 
My expectations for this paper are fundamental:
 - A paper topic that follows the instructions above
 - A thesis statement or central claim that organizes the argument
 - A clear, logical organization
 - The use of textual evidence to support your thesis and main points
- Coherent, logical explanation of textual evidence that supports the thesis and 
    main points 
- The use of secondary sources (at least two)

Essay Checklist (MLA Citation Guide): 
-Title Formatted Correctly
-Page Numbers
-Double Space
-Check Spelling, Punctuation, and Basic Mechanics
-MLA Formatting correct and Works Cited correct 
-12 point Times New Roman      (Check MLA Sample Paper on Course Content) 

Length: 450-650 words
DUE: Sunday, October 3rd, at 11:59 PM  

